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“Whom Say Ye That I Am?”
Matthew 16:13-19 

When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? 14And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 15He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 16And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 17And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 18And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 
I.
Whom Do Men Say That I Am?

Matthew 16:13 

When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? 

A.
The Disciples’ Answer

Matthew 16:14 

And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 

II.
But Whom Say YE That I Am?

Matthew 16:15 

He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 


A.
Peter’s Answer

Matthew 16:16 

And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 



1.
This revelation comes only by the Father.

Matthew 16:17 

And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 



2.
This revelation is the foundation of the church.

Matthew 16:18 

And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 




a.
Not the “rock” Peter (petros), but the rock (petra) of the revelation of Who Christ is!




(1)
Consider 1 Timothy 3:16.
1 Timothy 3:16 

And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. 






(a)
“Without controversy” = “by the consent of all true believers;” “Godliness” = “the basis of the Christian religion.”





(b)
Thus, by the consent of all true believers, the basis of the Christian religion is the fact that God was manifest in the flesh – in the Person of Jesus Christ!

III.
The Identity of God


A.
Modern Theologians’ Definition



1.
God is Identified as “the Holy Trinity.”




a.
“Trinity,” is defined as “Three separate and distinct Persons Who are co-equal, co-eternal, and co-existent, All of Whom are Omnipotent, Omnipresent, and Omniscient.”


B.
Jesus’ Definition



1.
If ANYONE could identify Who God is, it would be Jesus Christ.




a.
He NEVER said, “God is three persons.”




b.
In fact, He never even said, “God is A person.”




c.
Rather, He said, “God is a Spirit.”

John 4:24 

God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 




d.
Therefore, let us begin with the BIBLICAL identification of God – He is not three persons, two persons, or even ONE person – God is a Spirit.



2.
Let us now examine some attributes of that Spirit.




a.
That Spirit we call “God” is Omnipresent.

Isaiah 66:1 

Thus saith the Lord, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool: where is the house that ye build unto me? and where is the place of my rest? 

Psalm 139:7-10 

Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? 8If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. 9If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; 10Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me. 

Jeremiah 23:24 

Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him? saith the Lord. Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the Lord. 




b.
That Spirit we call “God” is Immortal (everlasting, cannot die).

Psalm 90:1-4 

Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations. 2Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God. 3Thou turnest man to destruction; and sayest, Return, ye children of men. 4For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the night. 

1 Timothy 1:17 

Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

1 Timothy 6:16 

Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen. 




c.
That Spirit we call “God” is Invisible.

John 1:18 

No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 
Colossians 1:15 

Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: 

1 Timothy 1:17 

Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

1 John 4:12 

No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

1 Timothy 6:16 

Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen. 




d.
That Spirit we call “God” was identified by Christ as “the Father.”

John 4:23-24 

But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 24God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 

IV.
The Biblical View of the Godhead


A.
Truth MUST Triumph Over Tradition

Matthew 15:1-3 

Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of Jerusalem, saying, 2Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for they wash not their hands when they eat bread. 3But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition? 
Matthew 15:6 

And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. 

Matthew 15:9 

But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 

Romans 3:4 

God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged. 


B.
The Godhead can AND SHOULD be understood.

Romans 1:20 

For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 



1.
In fact, the understanding of the Godhead is the FIRST and GREAT Commandment!

Mark 12:28-31 

And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, and perceiving that he had answered them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment of all? 29And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: 30And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. 31And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these. 



a.
Everything we know and understand about God MUST be built upon this fact – the God of Israel is the ONLY Lord there is!

V.
Thou Art the Christ

Matthew 16:16 

And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 


A.
The Dual Nature – The Key to Understanding the Godhead



1.
Christ was Human




a.
He was born of a woman.

Galatians 4:4 

But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 

Luke 2:7 

And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 




b.
He grew (physically, intellectually, emotionally, and spiritually).

Luke 2:52 

And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man. 




c.
He got hungry.

Matthew 4:2 

And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred. 




d.
He grew weary.

John 4:6 

Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on the well: and it was about the sixth hour. 




e.
He slept.

Matthew 8:24 

And, behold, there arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the ship was covered with the waves: but he was asleep. 




f.
He wept.

John 11:35 

Jesus wept. 




g.
He called Himself “the Son of Man.”
Matthew 16:13 

When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? 



h.
He called Himself “a man.”
John 8:40 

But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, which I have heard of God: this did not Abraham. 




i.
He died.
John 19:33 

But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs: 

1 Corinthians 15:3 

For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 



2.
Yet, He was God.



a.
While John 8:40 tells us He was a man, Thomas called Him “God.”
John 20:28 

And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God. 




b.
Although He was not yet 50 years old, He existed before Abraham.

John 8:57-58 

Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham? 58Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am. 



c.
Although Luke 2:16 described Him as a babe, Isaiah told us this child is the Mighty God!

Isaiah 9:6 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 





(1)
This verse calls Him both the Son & the Father!




d.
Even though Luke 2:52 said He increased in wisdom, John quoted Peter as saying Jesus knew “all things.”
John 21:17 

He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 



e.
He is described in various passages as being weak (2 Corinthians 13:4 – “crucified through weakness”) and weary (John 4:6 – “wearied with His journey”), yet Revelation describes Him as the Almighty.
2 Corinthians 13:4 

For though he was crucified through weakness, yet he liveth by the power of God. For we also are weak in him, but we shall live with him by the power of God toward you. 

John 4:6 

Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on the well: and it was about the sixth hour. 

Revelation 1:8 

I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. 



f.
He was on earth, but He said He was in Heaven.
Mark 2:10 

But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy,) 

John 3:13 

And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven. 



g.
In Luke 22:41, we find Him praying; yet He is the One Who answers prayer!
Luke 22:41 

And he was withdrawn from them about a stone’s cast, and kneeled down, and prayed, 

John 14:14 

If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it. 



h.
Don’t see two persons in these scriptures; see two natures in one person!



3.
He, having two natures, could act and speak from two standpoints – He could talk and act as a man, and He could talk and act as God. 




a.
All you have to do when you read about Jesus is ask yourself, “Is He acting as God or as man? Is He speaking as God or as man?”




(1)
When He said His spirit was willing, but His flesh was weak, He spoke as a man. When He said all power was His, He spoke as God.




(2)
When He rode the ship across the sea, He acted as a man. When He walked on the water, He acted as God.



4.
In Him, humanity and Deity were fused, but not confused.



a.
When He assumed a human nature at His incarnation, he did not cease to be God.




b.
Now, however, in addition to being what he always was, Jehovah God assumed a human nature.




c.
This explains the biblical concept of the Godhead fully and comprehensively!


C.
Jesus is the Begotten Son.



1.
While we do believe in the Eternal Father and the Eternal Spirit, we do NOT believe in the Eternal Son.

John 3:16 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 




a.
The words “begotten” and “eternal” are direct opposites. “Begotten” means to have a beginning. That which is eternal has no beginning. Thus, the “begotten” Son CANNOT be the “eternal Son.”




b.
The office of Sonship began at the moment that Mary conceived a child of the Holy Ghost.

Hebrews 1:5 

For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son? 





(1)
There was a specific day which marked the beginning of the Son of God.

1 Timothy 3:16 

And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. 






(a)
“Manifest” means to “make actual,” or to cause something to exist which was hitherto non-existent.





(2)
The Son is not found in the Old Testament as far as existing at that time. Any mention of the Son in the Old Testament was prophetic. One example is found in Proverbs.

Proverbs 30:4 

Who hath ascended up into heaven, or descended? who hath gathered the wind in his fists? who hath bound the waters in a garment? who hath established all the ends of the earth? what is his name, and what is his son’s name, if thou canst tell? 






(a)
Notice the first verse of this chapter.

Proverbs 30:1 

The words of Agur the son of Jakeh, even the prophecy: the man spake unto Ithiel, even unto Ithiel and Ucal, 






(b)
“Even the prophecy.”





(3)
What about Daniel 3:25 which identifies the fourth man in the fiery furnace as being “like the Son of God”?

Daniel 3:25 

He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God. 






(a)
You must remember who is speaking – Nebuchadnezzar, a heathen king. He had no concept of a “Son of God”. (In fact the three Hebrews didn’t either!) The actual Hebrew reads, “the form of the fourth is like a son of the gods!” Nebuchadnezzar worshipped many false gods. What he saw that day resembled a man (“a son of”), yet was obviously reflective of Divinity (“the gods”).





(4)
The Bible even speaks of the day in which the office of Son will cease to exist.

1 Corinthians 15:24-28 

Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. 25For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. 27For he hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith, all things are put under him, it is manifest that he is excepted, which did put all things under him. 28And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all. 






(a)
The purpose of the son was redemption (completed at Calvary), mediation (on-going until the rapture), returning in glory, and reigning 1,000 years. When all of this is completed, God will be “all in all.”


D.
The Holy Ghost is the Father

Luke 1:35 

And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. 



1.
It is very clear that it was the Holy Ghost which performed the miracle of paternity upon the womb of Mary.




a.
By simple logic, then, it should be evident that the Father of Jesus Christ was the Holy Ghost!



2.
We have already seen that the Being we call “God” is an Omnipresent Spirit, and we have further identified that Spirit as the One Christ called “Father.”

John 4:23-24 

But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 24God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 




a.
By definition, the Holy Ghost is a Spirit.




b.
Yet, there is only one Spirit.

Ephesians 4:4 

There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 




c.
There are a number of Old Testament references to God’s Spirit which identify Him as the Holy Spirit (or, as is translated in the New Testament, Holy Ghost).

Psalm 51:11 

Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me. 

Isaiah 63:10-11 

But they rebelled, and vexed his holy Spirit: therefore he was turned to be their enemy, and he fought against them. 11Then he remembered the days of old, Moses, and his people, saying, Where is he that brought them up out of the sea with the shepherd of his flock? where is he that put his holy Spirit within him? 




d.
Paul said that God (the Father) gives us “HIS Holy Spirit” – a clear reference to the fact that there is no distinction between God the Father and the Holy Ghost.

1 Thessalonians 4:8 

He therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God, who hath also given unto us his holy Spirit. 




e.
Paul called the Holy Ghost the “Holy Spirit of God.”

Ephesians 4:30 

And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. 




f.
Obviously, “Holy Ghost” (or “Holy Spirit”) and “Father” are synonyms – they are titles which can be ascribed to the same Being we call “God.”


E.
Jesus is the Holy Ghost.



1.
Compare the following verses.

Ephesians 4:4 

There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 




a.
There is only one Spirit.

1 Corinthians 8:6 

But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him. 




b.
There is only one Lord – Jesus Christ.

2 Corinthians 3:17 

Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 




c.
The Lord (Jesus) is that Spirit!




d.
In fact, Jesus is referred to as a Spirit.





(1)
The Spirit of His Son.

Galatians 4:6 

And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 





(2)
The Spirit of Jesus Christ.

Philippians 1:19 

For I know that this shall turn to my salvation through your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 




d.
Remember, there is only ONE SPIRIT.

Ephesians 4:4 

There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 



3.
Consider the following questions, comparing scripture to find the answers.




a.
Who is the abiding One?

Matthew 28:20 

Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 





(1)
Jesus is.

John 14:16 

And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 





(2)
The Holy Ghost is.




b.
Who makes intercession?





(1)
Jesus does.

Hebrews 7:25 

Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. 





(2)
The Holy Ghost does.

Romans 8:26 

Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 




c.
Who is the Comforter?





(1)
Jesus is.

John 14:18 

I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. 





(2)
The Holy Ghost is.

John 14:26 

But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 




d.
Who is the Speaker in Revelation?

Revelation 1:8-12 

I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. 9I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. 10I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, 11Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea. 12And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks; 

Revelation 22:16 

I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star. 





(1)
Jesus is.

Revelation 2:7 

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God. 





(2)
The Holy Ghost is.



4.
Notice what happened according to John’s gospel.

John 20:22 

And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: 



a.
In the day that you can separate the personage of a man and his breath, you can successfully separate Jesus and the Holy Ghost.


F.
Jesus is the Father



1.
Please get this straight – we oneness people have often been misrepresented as though we believed that the Father IS the Son, or that the man Christ Jesus was His own Father.




a.
Neither accusations are true. There is a clear distinction between the Father and the Son.

John 14:10 

Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. 




b.
The distinction, however, is NOT in persons, but in essence.




c.
The Father is the Eternal, Invisible Spirit.

John 4:24 

God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 

1 Timothy 1:17 

Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 




d.
The Son is the Visible Fleshly robe that the Father took on.





(1)
The Son was “made of a woman.”

Galatians 4:4 

But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 





(2)
The Son was “that holy thing” which was born of Mary.

Luke 1:35 

And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. 





(3)
Thus, we can say the Father is not the Son because the Spirit is not the Flesh. Yet they are not two separate persons. Just as you have flesh and spirit (which are distinct from one another), so it is with Christ Jesus. Flesh and Spirit make ONE PERSON, not two. His flesh (the Son) was NOT His Spirit (the Father), yet they are not two persons. 






(a)
Consider again what Jesus said.

John 14:10 

Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. 






(b)
The Son (the Flesh) was in the Father (Spirit) and the Father (Spirit) was in the Son (Flesh). That’s not two persons – it’s two natures in one person.






(c)
This, then, is what we call the dual nature. Jesus was the Son (the Flesh) and Jesus was the Father (Spirit).



2.
Any honest Trinitarian would readily say that “Jesus is fully God.”




a.
My question to them is this: If Jesus is fully God is there ANY title for God which does not apply to Jesus?





(1)
If you can find any title of God which cannot be ascribed to Jesus, then Jesus is not “FULLY” God!




b.
My next question is: What about the title “God the FATHER?”





(1)
If you cannot apply the title of “Father” to Jesus, then Jesus is NOT “fully God.”



3.
I offer you now scriptural proof that Jesus is the Father.




a.
We have already pointed out Isaiah 9:6 called Him both Father and Son.

Isaiah 9:6 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 




b.
Jesus plainly identified Himself as the Father.

John 14:9 

Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father? 
John 10:30 

I and my Father are one. 



c.
Consider the following questions, comparing scripture to find the answers.





(1)
Who raised Jesus from the dead?

John 2:19-21 

Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up. 20Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days? 21But he spake of the temple of his body. 






(a)
Jesus raised Himself.

Romans 6:4 

Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 






(b)
The Father raised Him.





(2)
Who answers prayer?

John 14:14 

If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it. 





(a)
Jesus does.

John 15:16 

Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you. 






(b)
The Father does.





(3)
Who has the drawing power?

John 12:32 

And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. 






(a)
Jesus does.

John 6:44 

No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day. 






(b)
The Father does.





(4)
Who is the Alpha and Omega?

Revelation 1:8 

I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. 





(a)
Jesus is.

Revelation 21:5-7 

And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful. 6And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 7He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. 






(b)
The Father is (notice verse 5, “he that sat upon the throne,” and verse 7, “I will be his God”).





(5)
Who is coming back?

John 14:3 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 
Acts 1:11 

Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. 






(a)
Jesus is.

1 John 3:1-2 

Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 2Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 






(b)
The Father is.




d.
Consider these facts.





(1)
Jesus is a Father to His children.

Isaiah 53:10 

Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. 

Hebrews 2:9 

But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man. 

Hebrews 2:13 

And again, I will put my trust in him. And again, Behold I and the children which God hath given me. 





(2)
Jesus is the Father of Eternity.

Isaiah 9:6 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 





(3)
Jesus is the Father of creation.

John 1:3 

All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 





(4)
Jesus is the Father of lights.

James 1:17 

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. 

John 9:5 

As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world. 





(5)
Yet there is only ONE FATHER!

Ephesians 4:6 

One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 


G.
There are not three persons in the Godhead; rather, there is one God with three readily recognizable manifestations.



1.
While Trinitarians believe that Jesus is in the Godhead, the Apostle Paul taught no such concept.




a.
Instead of teaching that Jesus is in the Godhead, Paul said that the Godhead is in Jesus!

Colossians 2:9 

For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 

VI.
The Difficulties of the Trinitarian Doctrine


A.
Problem Passages for Trinitarians



1.
Who is the Father of Jesus Christ?




a.
Trinitarians would tell you that the One to Whom Christ prayed, and the One to Whom He constantly referred as “Father” was His Father.




b.
Scripture, however, tells us that the Holy Ghost was His Father, inasmuch as it was the Holy Ghost which performed the miracle of paternity in the virgin womb.

Luke 1:35 

And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. 




c.
The choice is clear: either “Father” and “Holy Ghost” are two different titles for the same Being, or Jesus had two Fathers!



2.
Trinitarianism requires THREE Calvaries!




a.
According to Hebrews, the person or persons who establish a testament must die in order for the testament to take effect.

Hebrews 8:13 

In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away. 

Hebrews 9:16-17 

For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. 17For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth. 




b.
If, as Trinitarians teach, all three Persons in the Godhead established the New Covenant, then all three Persons would have to die in order for that covenant to take effect.



3.
Whom should we worship?




a.
Jesus taught only about  worshipping the Father.

John 4:21-24 

Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. 22Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. 23But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 24God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 




(1)
Why would He deny worship to the other two Divine Persons?



4.
How great is God’s love?




a.
Trinitarianism teaches that God loved us so much He sent a Second Person to die for us – rather than dying Himself.





(1)
This is based largely upon their misinterpretation of a familiar passage.

John 3:16 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 




b.
The Bible, however, teaches otherwise.

1 John 3:16 

Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 



5.
Trinitarians teach all three Persons are co-equal, co-eternal, co-existent, as well as all three being omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent.




a.
How can more than one person be EVERYWHERE?

VII.
Objections Answered


A.
“Let Us Make Man.”

Genesis 1:26 

And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 



1.
Notice the actual creation taking place.

Genesis 1:27 

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. 




a.
Not “created THEY him.” Only ONE Being served as Creator.




b.
This was a “Majestic Plural.”


B.
“Elohim” – The Plural Form of “God”



1.
Again, this was a plurality of majesty, and was commonly used for deity – not just the One we call God.




a.
Baal (Judges 6:31) and Beelzebub (2 Kings 1:2) were both called “Elohim” – were THEY each a “Trinity?” Of course not!




b.
Furthermore, prophecies which spoke directly about Jesus also used “Elohim.”

Zechariah 11:12-13 

And I said unto them, If ye think good, give me my price; and if not, forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver. 13And the Lord said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a goodly price that I was prised at of them. And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter in the house of the Lord. 





(1)
Were three Persons sold for thirty pieces of silver?

Zechariah 14:5 

And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the Lord my God shall come, and all the saints with thee. 





(2)
Are three Persons coming back with their saints?

1 Thessalonians 3:13 

To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints. 




c.
While we are examining the writings of Zechariah, let us consider one other fact.

Zechariah 12:10 

And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. 





(1)
Who is saying that “they shall look upon ME whom they have pierced?” To find out the speaker, go to the first verse of the chapter.

Zechariah 12:1 

The burden of the word of the Lord for Israel, saith the Lord, which stretcheth forth the heavens, and layeth the foundation of the earth, and formeth the spirit of man within him. 





(2)
The Speaker was the One who “stretcheth forth the heavens, and layeth the foundation of the earth, and formeth the spirit of man within him” – the Elohim of Genesis 1!





(3)
Yet this “Elohim,” Who is called “the Lord” (Jehovah), was the very One Who would be pierced!


C.
Jordan’s Banks

Matthew 3:16-17 

And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: 17And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 



1.
First, John did NOT see three Persons.




a.
He saw ONE Person – the One he was baptizing. He further saw ONE Spirit (NOT A PERSON) which descended like a dove (NOT IN THE FORM OF A DOVE), and heard ONE voice.




b.
All of this happened, according to John’s own testimony, as proof to him that Christ was the Messiah – NOT to establish a doctrine about Persons in the Godhead!

John 1:33-34 

And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. 34And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God. 




c.
Someone asked, “Was Jesus a ventriloquist?” Someone else queried, “Was Heaven empty when Jesus was on earth?” The answer to both questions is NO!

John 3:13 

And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven. 





(1)
Jesus said that, while He was on earth, He was still in Heaven at the same time!


D.
Sending and Giving



1.
Trinitarians make much ado over verses which speak of the Father SENDING the Son or the Father GIVING the Son. 




a.
They claim that the use of words like “sent” or “gave” prove Christ pre-existed prior to Bethlehem.




b.
If that is true, let us consider a couple of verses which use this same terminology.

John 1:6 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 





(1)
Did John the Baptist pre-exist prior to his birth? No, he was “sent” many years after he was born!

Genesis 17:15-16 

And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be. 16And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of her: yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of people shall be of her. 





(2)
Did Isaac pre-exist? Of course not! Yet God “gave” him to Abram and Sarai.

Genesis 48:9 

And Joseph said unto his father, They are my sons, whom God hath given me in this place. And he said, Bring them, I pray thee, unto me, and I will bless them. 





(3)
Did Joseph’s sons pre-exist? I think you get the picture.


E.
Stephen’s Vision

Acts 7:55 

But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, 



1.
Stephen did NOT see God AND Jesus.

John 1:18 

No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 
1 John 4:12 

No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

1 Timothy 6:16 

Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen. 




a.
Paul, who wrote this verse in 1 Timothy, was standing there when Stephen had his vision! In fact, it was that very incident that evidently put Paul under conviction. Yet he KNEW Stephen did NOT see two people!




b.
What DID he see? “The glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God.”





(1)
Where is the “right hand” of an OMNIPRESENT Spirit? It is not a physical place, but a metaphor for power.

Matthew 26:64 

Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. 
Mark 14:62 

And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. 



c.
Stephen saw the glory of God and Jesus enthroned in the power of God!




d.
Pay attention to Stephen’s prayer.

Acts 7:59 

And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 





(1)
He called upon GOD saying “Lord Jesus!”


F.
Jesus Prayed

Luke 22:41-42 

And he was withdrawn from them about a stone’s cast, and kneeled down, and prayed, 42Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done. 


1.
I thought they were both omnipotent?



2.
This is flesh praying to spirit, not one Person praying to another!

Matthew 26:41 

Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. 




a.
That is why He said the Father (Spirit) was GREATER (not “co-equal.”

John 14:28 

Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come again unto you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the Father: for my Father is greater than I. 


G.
“Why Hast Thou Forsaken Me?”

Matthew 27:46 

And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 


1.
To begin with, inasmuch as Jesus Christ was “God manifest in the flesh” (1 Timothy 3:16), how could God forsake Himself?



2.
Jesus Christ was never forsaken by God! 




a.
He became sin for us, and thereby felt the touch of that which He had never felt before – the effects of sin. He, standing in the stead of sinners, felt what every sinner feels – separated from God.

2 Corinthians 5:21 

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 



3.
Why, then, did Christ speak those words? He was quoting scripture! The practice of the ancient Jews in scripture memorization was to help one another by quoting the first verse of a passage. When someone began quoting the first verse, it was expected that those being addressed would pick up at that point and quote the remainder.




a.
“My God, my God, why has thou forsaken me?” was the first verse of Psalm 22. When Jesus began quoting that, every Jew standing near enough to hear began reciting the remainder of that passage in their minds. In so doing, they were forced to realize that Psalm 22 was being fulfilled before their very eyes.

Psalm 22:1 

My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring? 

Psalm 22:6-7 

But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the people. 7All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the head saying, 
Psalm 22:11 

Be not far from me; for trouble is near; for there is none to help. 

Psalm 22:13-14 

They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion. 14I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint: my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels. 

Psalm 22:15-18 

My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and thou hast brought me into the dust of death. 16For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have inclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet. 17I may tell all my bones: they look and stare upon me. 18They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture. 




b.
To further prove He was never “forsaken” by God, consider verse 24 of the chapter Christ quoted.

Psalm 22:24 

For he hath not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; neither hath he hid his face from him; but when he cried unto him, he heard. 


H.
The Son doesn’t know the hour, but the Father does.

Mark 13:32 

But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. 



1.
Again, the Father (Spirit) is greater than the Son (Flesh), and thus knows things the other does not.




a.
This certainly doesn’t sound like two co-equal omniscient Persons to me!

VIII.
Conclusion


A.
Not “Three IN One”

1 John 5:7 

For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. 



1.
“These three ARE One!”
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